
“I’m the guy who was born the day after Independence Day.     
That’s what I am looking for...my independence!”

Johnathan’s Story

Jonathon is an outgoing young adult who is currently enrolled in college to study technology. Originally, he planned to major in 
psychology but changed his mind after benefitting from the residential assistive technology installed by SimplyHome. “It is a really 
good feeling when you don’t have to depend on someone and you know that you can do what you want to do. If you ever need 
any help, it is just one click away,” he said. 

Not long after graduating from high school, he became paralyzed as a result of a car accident. After spending quite some time 
rehabbing in a medical facility, Jonathon’s family thought his residential options might be limited.  

The Charles Lea Center in Spartanburg S.C. knew differently. They invited Jonathon and his family to their demo apartment and 
demonstrated how a residential environment can be controlled through technology. With the support of an iPad and the inclusion 
of response staff, Jonathon’s options for living independently took on new meaning.

Jonathon lives in a townhouse in a typical neighborhood. Within that neighborhood, Charles Lea staff are stationed in a commu-
nity center. Should Jonathon need assistance, he uses his technology to alert staff and they offer natural supports 24/7. 

Jonathan is proud to note that he has lived on his own since 2013, just as peers his age do. With the use of his right hand and his 
iPad, Jonathon can independently control the following:

•     Overhead lighting, lamps and ceiling fans

•     Thermostat

•     Front door 

•     Television, cable/satellite

•     Requesting assistance

 “The biggest thing is getting to live a more normal life. I get to live on my own and do the things I want to do. I get to go to school 
and make myself better and be more independent.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS for Independent Living
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With today’s technology, physical challenges or paralysis do not have to limit 
someone’s ability to control aspects of the home such as lighting, doors, 
and heating/cooling. SimplyHome’s environmental control systems provide        
customized solutions through the use of a tablet or iPad that can be activated 
by touch, a switch or voice.

Who do we consider?

• Someone with physical disabilities or paralysis who can activate a touch 
screen or a switch through touch, eyes or voice
• Anyone who has fine motor difficulties due to joint, muscular or other health 
issues
• Youth who desire to live in independent or supported settings after             
transitioning out of their family’s home environment

What will we achieve?

• Enriched quality of life by offering the “dignity of risk” through accessibility, 
independence and safety
• Reduction in time needed by staff to provide natural supports (turning lights 
on/off, adjusting thermostat, etc.)
• Inclusion of natural supports that promote person-centered planning and 
self-determination

What technology do we use?

• Environmental controls are created by pairing a tablet with other                   
technology that allows the tablet to have access to home features such as 
lighting, television, thermostat, and door openers

What rules can alert staff, family members or the individuals        
themselves? 

Once paired with our remote monitoring system, staff and family can be        
notified if someone did not open a door or push a panic pendant, etc. 


